HITLER  AND   I

resume at the end of another ten minutes. This seemed
to me an eminently fair arrangement, giving each
side an immediate opportunity to reply. Attacks on
absent opponents were forbidden and personal slanders
involved instant expulsion from the meeting. I found
that this method did a great deal to discount the
advantages of eloquence. I plastered the walls of
Berlin with huge placards challenging Hitler and
Goebbels to take part in one of these debates and
attempt to vindicate themselves before us, but the
challenge was never accepted.

Hitler had bigger fish to fry. A series of adroit or
violent manoeuvres had brought the Chancellorship
within his reach.

Towards the end of 1931, a common front of Nazis,
Pan-Germans, Stahlhelm (of which the Youth section
only had been secretly won over to the Black Front),
S.A. and Landsbund had been formed at Harzburg
under the joint leadership of Hugenberg, Hitler and
Schacht The members of this front were at logger-
heads among themselves, and the only point on which
they agreed was the desirability of overthrowing
Chancellor Briining and forcing the President, Field-
Marshal von Hindenburg, to set up a national
government of the Right. Their hopes were dis-
appointed. The Reichstag elections of 1932 resulted
in a small majority for Briining*

The Social-Democrats had no affection for Briining,
who favoured retrenchment, wage-cutting and a
reduction in the standard of living. But they lacked a
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